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Manufacture of Furniture in EU-27 in 2023

5

Source: Eurostat

% Changes compared to 2023 (volume wise: calendar and seasonally adjusted)

▪ All furniture segments contracted in 2023

▪ Sustained inflation limited the purchasing

power of household



Construction sector in EU-27 in 2023
Building permits: number of dwellings
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Source: Eurostat

% Changes year-on-year

▪ Sharp drop in building permits in 2023 (-15%)

▪ High interest rates reduced housing construction 

▪ Civil engineering construction performed better

thanks to public funds
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- Output was affected by sustained economic situation

- A slowdown of contraction from -12% in H1-2023 to just -3% 

in H2 2023

2023 WBP Production in EPF Countries 
down -6.3% towards 2015 levels
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Wood-Based Panels (PB/MDF/OSB/HSB/PLY)               
End-Uses in EPF countries

* Includes doors and flooring

** DIY, extra-EU exports, not specified, mouldings, other end-uses

- Slight increase in construction end-uses





Particleboard
Production in EU27+UK+EFTA
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(millions m³)

In 2023: 30.9 millions m³
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2023: -5.1%

2022: -6.8%
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- Higher share of recovered wood in PB production: 45%

- Industrial by-products down from 34% to 32%

- Stable usage of roundwood (less than ¼!)

   - Saving +9 million dry tonnes of fresh wood





15

(millions m³)

In 2023: 11.1 millions m³

2023: -11%

2022: -9.3%
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(millions m³)

In 2023: 6.6 millions m³

Easing pressure of coniferous plywood imports

2023: +2.1%

2022: -10.5%
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(1,000 m³)

In 2023: 413,000 m³

EU27 capacity: 700,000 m³ (stable)

2023: -17%

2022: -7%
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(1,000 m³)

In 2023: 4.8 millions m³

EU-27 capacity: 6.9 million m³

2023: -6.3%

2022: -8.4%
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(1,000 m³)

In 2023: 2.6 millions m³

2023: -15%

2021: -2.5%
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Stable structure compared to 2022



Summary 2023

Output dropped to 2015 levels in 2023
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Interim survey conclusion: average life span 
of MDF products is about 12 years

+/- 600 views

6000 impressions 
on LinkedIn post

Engagement rate: 23%

Multilingual Survey to 
predict Fibreboard 

Waste in Europe 
(Crowd Wisdom 
methodology)

https://ecorefibre.eu/news-events/survey/
https://mailchi.mp/b56046566599/ecorefibre-newsletter1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEgzcMBeMks


M18 GA in France – November 2023

M24 GA in Germany – April 2024 

Successful demonstration pilots 
(Sorting Line and Impact Reactor Technology) 



A close-up of a logo

Description automatically generated

https://europanels.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/PRESS-RELEASE_Unilin-Pilot-Plant-and-innovative-technology-herald-new-level-of-recyclability-for-laminate-flooring-CL026-24.pdf
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Thank you to our 
Sponsors! 
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