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EPF rings in a new era of sustainability with a wooden bell

Brussels, 29 June 2022

The start of the 2022 Annual General Meeting of EPF, the European Panel Federation, will be
marked by the inauguration of a wooden bell made entirely from wood-based panels by the
arborist Ben Vanden Berghe. The EPF AGM 2022 takes place in Ghent from 29 June to 1 July.

By ringing this bell, EPF and Fedustria, the
Belgian federation of the textile, wood and
furniture industries and this year’s host of the
AGM, intend to kick off a new era of
sustainability in  construction,  furniture,
packaging and other markets served by
innovative wood-based panels. As well as
being active contributors to climate change
mitigation through natural long-term carbon
storage, these products from sustainable
sources fit perfectly into the circular economy
and optimise resource efficiency through the
cascading use of wood. They represent both
our past, and our way ahead.

Today, only 45% of Europe’s wood goes to
material use. EPF calls on regulators, EU
Institutions and consumers to embrace nature-
based materials, to prefer the cascading use of
wood and thus to drive this usage up to at least
60%. The era of sustainability is upon us.

As EPF Chairman Martin Brettenthaler stressed: “Together with our members and in the traditional
yet progressive city of Ghent, the wood-based panels sector, a role model European industry, is
proud to ring in the start of an exciting future.”

About EPF - the European Panel Federation has members in more than 32 European countries and
represents the manufacturers of particleboard, MDF, OSB, hardboard, softboard and plywood. The EU
wood-based panels industry has an annual turnover of about 22 billion euro and creates over 100,000 jobs
directly. Contact us at info@europanels.org.
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