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OUTLOOK

Giulia Taveggia, CSIL

The second presentation given by
Giulia Taveggia, CSIL partner,
focused mainly on the impact of the
global scenario on the way compa-
nies formulate their strategies, par-
ticularly in relation to the different
drivers of investments abroad.
Taking the sample of the Top 200
furniture manufacturers analyzed by
CSIL, it was highlighted that around
half of them operate manufacturing
plants outside their headquarter
country. Several examples were
reported in a background where
strategies operated are in continu-
ous development (see also article on
pages 37-38).

The global picture emerged also
from the views of the speakers invit-

ed, who delivered to the audience
interesting insights on the furniture

Linda Tu, CNFA
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industry features and perspective in
their countries.

Asia Pacific still proves to take the
lion’s share in the global context.
Linda Tu, Vice Secretary General of
CNFA - China National Furniture
Association and Vice Chairman and
Secretary General of CAFA - Council
of Asia Furniture Associations, pro-
vided figures for 2018 of the Chinese
furniture sector, including those
showing a sustained growth of both
exports and domestic sales, with a
continuous development of the
retailing channels, including the
trend towards digitalization and
online trade. She also illustrated the
investment strategies of Chinese
companies mentioning several
examples of partnership in Europe
aimed at adding high-end and mid-
high-end brands in their product
portfolio as well as investments
aimed at increasing productive
capacity outside China, particularly
in Vietnam.

The importance of Vietham as a
global player emerged from the
speech of Nguyen Chanh Phuong,
Vice Chairman/General Secretary of
HAWA, Vietnam Handicraft and
Wood Industry Association, who
illustrated the process of develop-
ment of the local wood and furniture
industry that, after the 2000s, saw
the advent of a new economic era.
The milestones driving the develop-
ment are many and include, among
others, foreign investments and

Nguyen Chanh:Phuong, HAWA

Nazzareng Mengoni, EFIC

strong support for the Viethamese
government, which identified the
sector as one in the target of priori-
ties. Particular attention is devoted
to certification and sustainable
forestry management, policies for
human skills development and the
reinforcement of the country interna-
tional role through the development
of trade agreements. All of this,
under the motto “Vietnam to become
the Global Woodwork Hub™.

Europe is a leading player in the fur-
niture industry, being the second
largest producing region in the
world. According to CSIL estimates
presented at the seminar, the region
in fact accounts for around one quar-
ter of the total sector output.

The importance of the European
Furniture industry was illustrated by
Nazzareno Mengoni, Member of the
Board of EFIC - European Furniture
Industries Confederation - which
recapped some key sector figures:
the sector employs over 1 million
workers in almost 120,000 compa-
nies, mainly SMEs, generating a
total turnover of around Euro 100 bil-
lion. It was highlighted that the future
path of the EU furniture industry
should follow a long term planning in
order to keep the industry competi-
tive in the global context. EFIC iden-
tified several priority areas for inter-
vention including: digitalization, har-
monization and trade barriers reduc-
tion, as well as circular economy.

www.worldfurnitureenline.com



[E] 1oz 2unr e

WdDIO ‘®jsus|O BIMIAS

‘fienooal Jo sjeubis moys
0] SWaas J0}08S ainjuin) ayl alaym
‘eissny s1 adoung ul Jakeid 1uel
-jodwl ue ‘siaploq N3 oyl apisinQ

‘'siayJom BunoA
10} ssauaAnoeine Joypes Buiseasoul
pue siauleq Anua Buonpas e
pawie saAnenul oioads Yum ‘s|iiis
uewny Jo juawdojaasp ayi 0} pled
os|e si uonuane Jenolued Yy uon
-onpoud Jo anjeA pappe a8yl asealoul
o} siaubisep yum uoneisadood
‘spue.q j0 juawasiojulas ‘Buunmoeln
-uew aJinyuiny 1o} ABojouyos) mau Jo
uonejuswajdwi ayy o} erejel sebus)
-|eyo pauiuapl ulew ayi ‘sAepemonN

BOLY
pue jse3 3|ppIN

L 1
prEe="

eolBWY YInos

WdDIO ‘1989 10ld

‘paiddns ainyuinj jo
Aujenb ybBiy ayi pue s1so0o uononpold
1amo| Ajaaielal s ‘adoing ulalsapn
0} aJsnyuiny Buipen up sousuadxe
Bunse|buo] B 0] SyueYy] OLEBUSIS
|[eqo|b ayy ul 8|0l sH paseasoul AjaAls
-salboid sey (sioxiom Q00091 yum
soluedwod Q0‘ZZ 1oAo Ag epeuw)
Ansnpul ysijod 8y ‘siainjoejnuelp
alnjuin4 Jo adlawwo) Jo Jaqueynd
ysilod ‘NdDIO Wwoly  Bjsus|O
em|As pue Jeeg Jold Aq paule|dxe
sy -‘adoing ul sisonposd sunuu
-iny Buimoub isey ayl Jo auo si puejod

‘pauon
-uaw aJsam (Awouoda sy} uey) J9)se)

eolawy YHON
adoing

W02 aUUOSINJIUINIPIOM MMM

4d3 ‘uolBuiuuld aND

Buimolb uononpoud sjpued peseq
poom yum) juswdojarsep l1ayiew
ay] 0] pa)ul| SI0JOB) SE ||[9M SB POOM
10 asn apeodsed ay) ‘uewabeuew
1salo} 8yl ul Aujigeuieisns se yons
‘BUIDINOS pOOM JO Bale 3yl ul Si0)
-oey olyl0adg "Awouoda |eiinau ajew
-2 pue aapiadwod ‘ulepow ‘snosad
-soud e 1o} uoisia wial Buo| oibalens
ueadoing e Buiaey Jo pasu ay) snyl
pue |e Jo} joue|d uea) e Buiney
10 |eob wuey Buo| syl peaziyedws
ay ‘yosads o1euolssed siy
U] ‘uonelapa4 |aued ueadoin3-443
jo loyeuaq bBulbeuepy ‘uojBuiuuld
aAl|D) Ag pessells os|e sem
Awouooa ienouo Jjo souepoduwl ay |

1ISD ‘2anog

oljloed pue eisy

0s

00l

oSt

00¢

0S¢

00¢

NOITTIE $SN LNFHHND 8102666} 'NOILONAOH FHNLINHNA ATIOM

ABGILIE




OUTLOOK

Artem V. Vasiliev, Mebelny Biznes

As illustrated in the presentation of
Artem V. Vasiliev, Head of
Development & International
Relations of Mebelny Biznes maga-
zine and President of IAFP,
International Alliance of Furnishing
Publications, import figures started
growing again not only from China
but also from Germany and, to a less
extent, from Italy. The Russian retail
landscape is in continuous develop-
ment. (see also article on pages 16-

17).

Moving to North America, an area
that has performed positively in the
period, an interesting and exclusive
contribution was provided to the

audience by a written note sent in
occasion of the seminar by Jerry
Epperson, MAE, Mann, Armistead &
Epperson Ltd. As stated in his
release: “The global economic slow-
down has forced many U.S. factories
to slow down production which has
had an impact this year. Of course
the trade war with China has also
had an impact”. Other factors were
also mentioned, including the role of
Ecommerce and Millennials in driv-
ing consumption in the medium
term. Still, this year’s performance -
either in terms of furniture production
and consumption - seems hard to
predict, due to many factors poten-
tially weighting on the current situa-
tion. (see also article on page 15).

Candida Cervieri, ABIMOVEL

Tt

A contribution from South America
was provided by Candida Cervieri,
executive director of Abimovel,
Brazilian Association of Furniture
Manufacturers, who focused on the
keywords of design, competitive-
ness and sustainability After provid-
ing some figures proving the large
size of the Brazilian furniture sector,
she drove the attention to the target
markets of Brazilian exports both in
Europe, North America and the
Middle East, presenting the ongoing
and planned initiatives aimed at fos-
tering the internationalization
process.

Looking at the market side, the pic-
ture presented by CSIL experts was
positive in terms of global furniture
consumption, expected to grow at a
3% yearly rate (in real terms) in the
coming vyears, with the fast run of
Asia Pacific, but also within a context
that remains positive in all the other
main areas. The seminar concluded
with a final remark by Giovanna
Castellina, who recapped the global
dimension of the furniture sector, as
a playing field where companies look
for opportunities and face chal-
lenges, and where the key driver of
market development goes along with
competitive advantages, technology,
investments and product develop-
ment.

FURNITURE PRODUCTION BY GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS, 2018. % IN VALUE

North America
15%

Europe
26%

Source: CSIL
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South America

2%

Middle East
and Africa
3%
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Pacific
54%



