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CLUB DU BOIS EU Parliament Brussels

The European Panel Federation (EPF), the European Organisation of the Sawmill Industry (EOS)
and the European Confederation of Woodworking Industries (CEI-Bois), organised the 3" Club du
Bois meeting under the chairwomanship of Mrs Maria Noichl, MEP, on 10" November at the
European Parliament in Brussels.

Following members of the EU Parliament attended the event:

- Mrs Maria Noichl, DE — Chairwoman
- Mr Brando Benifei, IT

- Mr Paul Brannen, UK

- Mrs Molly Scott Cato, UK

- Mrs Inese Vaidere, LV

- Mrs Henna Virkkunen, FI

Also the associations listed below were represented:

- Mr Gus Verhaeghe, Innovawood

- Mr Harald Mauser, European Forest Institute

- Mr Bernd Fuchs, Gutegemeinschaft CO2 neutrale Bauwerke in Holz

- Mr Seppo Romppainen, Hirsitaloteollisuus ry

- Mr Ferdinand Lienbacher, DMBV Deutscher Massivholz-u. Blockhausverband

Breakfast Meeting at the Salon des Membres

Opening by Mrs Maria Noichl, MEP

Mrs Noichl opened the meeting and expressed her pleasure to be chairing
her 3 Club du Bois meeting. She looked forward to an active and
stimulating meeting. She then gave the floor to the experts of the
woodworking industries.




As she reported, the forest sector contributes 4% of the GDP of Finland,
and employs about 65.000 people. The annual value added from forestry
is 6.7 € billion.

70% of Finnish forest industry products are exported to Europe. Traditional products are now joined by
a wide range of new wood-based bio-products such as fibre packages, biodiesel, composites,
biopolymers, pharmaceuticals, and cosmetics products.

Towards a sustainable bio-economy - The Finnish example

Mrs Henna Virkkunen, MEP

MEP Mrs Henna Virkkunen highlighted the development of the forest- :
based industry in Finland, in the overall framework of the bio-economy. /

MEP Virkkunen underlined that Europe is slowly shifting towards the bio-economy, but much more
could be done to speed up the process. Indeed, there are already plenty of examples of advanced
biotechnology in the fields of agriculture, health and energy industry and the potential for new
innovations is huge. She fully believes that the bio-economy should be seen as an integrated part of the
circular economy and of climate change mitigation.

As already highlighted by EOS at several occasions, bio-economy clearly means boosting the
consumption of wood as a building material. In this regard, MEP Virkkunen recalled that in Finland,
wood accounts for about 40% of all building material. 80% of the single family homes and 50% of
attached houses are made of wood as a load bearing material. The aim is to increase the construction of
wooden multi-storey apartment buildings from 2% at present to 10% before 2020.

MEP Mrs Virkkunen concluded stating that Europe can and should be the forerunner in the field of the
bio-economy. To foster the development the EU and its Member-States should boost investments in
innovation and infrastructure, and be careful not to over-regulate the bio-economy. Europe also needs
to be open for new ideas and new business models that the development of technology brings.

CO; lowering buildings in wood
Mr Josef Egle, Gltegemeinschaft CO, neutrale Bauwerke in Holz, ”
Germany Yo ¥

Mr Egle made a passionate plea to use more wood in construction.
His main theme was that wood has the best carbon balance of all
construction materials, especially when the substitution effect is
taken into account. In other words, we should consider both the
carbon storage effects of wooden products and the carbon released in
the manufacture of fossil fuel construction products such as steel.

He thereby highlighted 5 facts:

1. Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions (GWG) is one of the most important targets in the actual
European Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD)

2. The carbon store effect of wood meanwhile is accepted. During the growth of 1 kg wood (dry)
1,83 kg CO; are changed into biomass and oxygen

3. This store effect is only possible with organic renewable materials

4. A lot of companies and associations working with wood are talking about carbon store and
carbon sink effects. But there is no clear strategy how to transfer these properties into legal
requirements.

5. Including these properties into energy performance certificates must become a central
masterplan for the European timber industry.



= Extensive use of solid wood in construction will without any doubt contribute to the
climate change, as even when processed a lot less CO; is blown into the air compared to the
production process of concrete and steel.

The central message of the wood associations towards relevant professional bodies and authorities
should be that a real reduction in greenhouse gas emissions is possible with further strengthening
of thermal insulation standards.

Wood associations have to grasp the opportunity to demonstrate the relationship of material
selection and material preparation by using environmental product declarations and proof of
thermal insulation of buildings when using wood.

“Climate protection may be the biggest opportunity ever for the timber industry. But it will not
happen automatically. So act now!’

Energy efficiency regulations in Finland
Mr Esko Rintaméki, Finnish Log House Industry, Finland

In Finnish legislation the energy efficiency of buildings is compared
using the calculated energy efficiency reference value, known as the
E value. Now, new energy efficiency regulations for buildings are
expected to come into force in Spring 2017.

There are different E value requirements depending on the building’s
size and purpose (small residential buildings in solid wood, summer
houses, schools, etc).




VOC Classification and Labelling — how building with
wood could be thwarted by EU Regulations
Mr Clive Pinnington, Managing Director EPF

Bob Be Bergen ‘Norway (14 storeys) Hoho Vlenna Austrla
(24 storeys)

Mr Pinnington took the participants on a great journey throughout the world, demonstrating the
beautiful wooden constructions — ever taller — that are currently being built. “Plyscrapers” are
rising around the world. The Bob building in Norway at 14 storeys tall has recently lost the record
of being the “tallest wooden building” to a UBC structure in Vancouver, Canada. However Europe
IS expected to regain the title with the HoHo in Vienna at 24 storeys. This is a tremendously
exciting development, and one that the woodworking industry is rightly proud of. It should be
pursued for aesthetic reasons as well as climate protection purposes.

However, there are now great concerns concerning a Draft EC Regulation on an EU VOC
Classification and Declaration System. In this, there is no indication of a solution for nature-based
construction products such as wood. EPF’s key concern is the absence of consideration of the
scientific fact that VOC emissions, naturally coming from wood, are without a health risk and
therefore there is no need for a declaration according to the construction product regulation at all.
Of particular interest is that pine wood as well as OSB (which is produced mainly from pine) is, by
its nature, known to have a large variation of naturally occurring VOC emissions.
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Unfortunately the EC is including wood in its new draft EU VOC classification and declaration
system leading to potential market discrimination versus fossil-fuel based construction materials,
due to these natural VOC emissions. Wooden products may not achieve the highest classification
classes and may therefore face de-selection in favour of other materials. This could have the
contrarian effect of boosting sales of carbon intensive materials, and the reversal of the current trend
that sees environmentally friendly wooden buildings on the increase.

The Juncker Commission is committed to making it easier to do business in Europe through the



simplification of procedures and the reduction of “red tape”. Key elements of the draft regulated act
on an EU VOC classification system are in conflict with those overarching goals. A level of
complexity is added that is unnecessary, unjust and would require far greater testing and
documentation by manufacturers, for no obvious consumer gain. Moreover, the costs and
discriminatory effects are in contradiction to the EC's Explanatory Memorandum of the draft
delegated act itself that claims that "such a classification would [...] alleviate the administrative
burden for manufacturers and users of construction products alike”.

= EPF believes that the Commission should be encouraged to embrace the scientific
findings and consider carefully how to include them in its fact finding process for
finalising a robust harmonised European VOC classification and declaration system.

Conclusion:

To find the best solutions for all stakeholders, EPF invites the Members of the European
Parliament to evaluate how to convince the European Commission to explore the
opportunities to capitalise on the landmark scientific publications on the proven absence of|
harmful effects, and the proven positive health effects of emissions from nature based
construction products, with a view to enhancing the role of nature based materials in the EU'S
bio-economy and circular economy ambitions. Until such solutions are found, wood-based
materials should remain outside the scope of any EU VOC classification or regulation

Forest Fires: a Violent Flashback on the Wood & Furniture
Industry
Mr Vitor Pocas, AIMMP, Portugal

The Portuguese forests, which account for 1/3" of the territory, are
extremely important for the economy as they create 260.000 direct
and indirect jobs and contribute positively to the trade balance.
Regrettably if one has a look at the number of hectares that have
been lost due to forest fires in the last years, the outlook is no longer
that bright as pine forests are being replaced more and more by
eucalyptus. It is estimated that over the last 25 years, 300 000
hectares of maritime pine was lost, which also means that sawmills
are closing down.

Nowadays, there is over 1 million hectares of eucalyptus compared to 600.000 of pine forest.



At present production amounts to 2,3 Mm?®, whereas total consumption equals 4,4 Mm®.

The Portuguese wood and furniture companies call upon the national ministries and the European
authorities in Brussels to investigate more into the forest fires, to set up adequate prevention
measures, and to intensify awareness with the media and schools.

Mr Pogas ended his presentation with the following quote:

‘Without forests there will be no forest-based industries left in Europe.

Conclusion

Throughout the dinner the evening before and during the meeting there were very active
discussions. The engagement of the participants, especially the MEPs, is a great encouragement to
the sector in enhancing the use of wood products.

Mrs Noichl closed the session with thanks to all involved and looked forward to the next meeting.

The Club du Bois is an initiative of the European Confederation of the Woodworking Industries
(CEI-Bois), the European Panel Federation (EPF) and the European Organisation of the Sawmill
Industry (EOS).
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Please visit our new website:

www.clubdubois.eu



http://www.clubdubois.eu/

